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SEPA was founded in 2004 with the basic goal to provide reliable and timely data 

and information on the environment necessary for the effective implementation of 

environmental policy. 

Serbian Environmental Protection Agency 

SEPA performs administrative tasks relating to: 

• Development of the National Environmental 

Information System 

• Implementation of the national air and water 

quality monitoring 

• Management of the National Laboratory 

 

 Creation of the State of the Environment Reports 

 

 Cooperation with the European Environment 

Agency (EEA) and the European Information and 

Observation Network (EIONET) 



Agency cooperation with the EEA, EIONET 

The main objectives of the European Environmental Agency (EEA) are: 

• To create a general overview on the state of the environment in Europe.  

• To establish the European Information and Observation Network (EIONET) to 

involve all the member countries in the process of data acquisition and 

exchange. 

Progress in reporting 

"priority data flows" 

2004-2017. 

• According to the Law on Ministries, the SEPA has the obligation: "... cooperation 

with the EEA and the EIONET ..." 

• The status of Serbia - "Country Collaborating" 

• The obligation to submit "priority data flows" 

• The Agency has the role of the National Focal Organization 
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European Environmental Agency 

Environmental topics 

Resource efficiency and waste: 

• Municipal waste 

• Resource efficiency and circular economy 

• Waste prevention 



European Environmental Agency 

Resource efficiency and waste  

EEA activities 

• The EEA prepares indicators and publishes 

assessments of material flows and waste statistics.  

• An overarching perspective is provided in: 

o annual circular economy reports, 

o contributions to integrated assessments, such 

as the EEA’s European Environment - State 

and Outlook 2020 (SOER2020). 

Current work 

• Is primarily geared towards improving the information and data on 

resource efficiency, circular economy and waste. 



Circular economy in theory and practice 

2016 Catalogue of material resource efficiency policies, 

objectives, targets and indicators 

Work on the edition “Catalogue” started in 2011. 

The main objective of the work in 2016 was: 

• to stimulate sharing of experience and exchange of lessons 

learned within the Eionet.  

• to strengthen the knowledge base underpinning material use and 

resource efficiency and the circular economy, and to lead a better 

understanding of national policies. 

• For the first time, the Republic of Serbia has been 

involved in this kind of European analysis.  

• SEPA has coordinated the project on the national level. 

The result: published 32 country profiles, and an analytical EEA report "More from 

less - material resource efficiency in Europe", at the Ministerial Conference, 2016. 
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2018 edition of the More from Less report 

The main objectives:  

• To encourage the exchange of information  

and good practice on policy initiatives and  

approaches  

• To support to the European Commission, the European  

Parliament, and the International Resource Panel 

• Analysis of national approaches, and identify trends,  

similarities and new directions taken by the countries. 

The result:  

• This report explores aspects: 

 local and regional initiatives,  

 synergies with other policy areas,  

 link to SDGs, etc.  

• These conclusions will be incorporated 

into the SOER 2020, and a Circular 

Economy status report. 

Overview of country responses: 

No response:  
 

Cyprus, 

Greece,  

Malta, 

Romania, 

Luxembourg.  
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2018 edition of the More from Less report - questions 
POLICY FRAMEWORK  

1. What are the main needs and motivations in your country which drive the development and implementation of policies related to material 

resource efficiency, circular economy and raw materials supply?  

2. Has your country adopted a dedicated national material resource efficiency strategy, an action plan or a roadmap? If so, what are its key 

objectives and main initiatives?  

3. Has your country adopted a dedicated national circular economy strategy, an action plan or a roadmap? If so, what are its key objectives and 

main initiatives?  

4. Does your country have a dedicated national - or sectoral – strategy for raw materials? If so, what are its key objectives and main initiatives?  

5. Which other policies in your country cover material resource efficiency, circular economy, and raw material supply in part, as one topic among 

various other things? What are the related key objectives, main initiatives and planned actions?  

EXAMPLES OF INNOVATIVE APPROACHES AND GOOD PRACTICE 

6. Please share examples from your country of initiatives which you consider to be good practice or an innovative approach to support resource 

efficiency and/or circular economy. Some areas of high interest to Eionet countries include:   

7. Can you share examples from your country of policy initiatives that deliberately seek to create synergies and co-benefits between resource 

efficiency/circular economy and other policy areas?  

8. Please share examples from your country of policy initiatives for resource efficiency and/or circular economy which are taken below the 

central/national level, for example at the local levels (e.g. province, city, municipality), or in specific industrial or economic sectors.   

MONITORING AND TARGETS 

9. What targets (measurable goals with a specific timeline) have been adopted in your country for a resource-efficient circular economy?  

10. How do you monitor progress towards a resource-efficient circular economy? Which indicators do you use?   

11. Do you have national examples of concrete initiatives where resource efficiency / circular economy are used in your country as a way to achieve 

the UN sustainable development goals for the year 2030?  

INSTITUTIONAL SETUP  

12. What is the institutional set-up in your country for material resource efficiency, circular economy and raw material supply? How is stakeholder 

engagement organized and facilitated?  

OTHER ISSUES 

13. Can you share examples from your country of policy initiatives which seek to make imports of materials and products more sustainable?  

14. How do you evaluate impacts and effectiveness of policies for a resource-efficient circular economy? 

15. National initiatives supporting a resource-efficient circular economy which go beyond ‘material resources’  

16. What are your reflections on the main challenges to the implementation of resource efficiency, circular economy and raw materials policies, and 

the way to tackle them?  
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2018 edition of the More from Less report - Serbia 

Compiled by: SEPA 

The contribution:   

• Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 

Serbia 

• Cleaner Production Centre of Serbia  

• Environmental Ambassadors for 

Sustainable Development 

• Ministry of Economy 

• Ministry of Environmental Protection  

• Ministry of Mining and Energy 

• Provincial Secretariat for Energy, 

Construction and Transport 

• Republic Secretariat for Public Policies 

• Republic Water Directory  

• SEPA. 



Circular economy in theory and practice 

Serbian Environmental Protection Agency 

http://www.sepa.gov.rs 
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Countries which adopted a national resource efficiency or 

circular economy strategy or action plan 



Thank you for your attention! 

Maja Krunić-Lazić 

maja.krunic@sepa.gov.rs 
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